
Where are the Women? The Nationwide Campaign Against Coverage of Contraceptives

  

During a hearing before the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on
February 16, 2012, Chairman Darrell Issa refused to allow third-year Georgetown law student
Sandra Fluke to testify about the critical importance of contraceptives to millions of women
across the country. Claiming that the hearing would address only issues relating to religious
freedom, Chairman Issa stated that Ms. Fluke is “a college student who appears to have
become energized over this issue,” that she is not “appropriate or qualified” to testify, and that
she does “not have the appropriate credentials” to appear before the Committee.

  

Recent efforts to use religious and moral grounds to deny women coverage of birth control are
not isolated incidents, but rather part of a nationwide campaign  being conducted at both the
state and federal levels to outlaw many forms of commonly used contraceptives. 
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/Nationwide_Campaign_Contraceptives.pdf
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On March 22, 2012 Ranking Member Cummings wrote  an op ed in the Baltimore Sun on the need to hear from women in the ongoing debate over contraception coverage. 

Why I chose Sandra Fluke

Congressman Cummings questions the silencing of women in the debate over contraceptive coverage

By Elijah E. Cummings – March 22, 2012 

Rush Limbaugh's recent, despicable three-day attack against law student Sandra Fluke cast a spotlight on a national campaign by Republicans to turn back the clock on 50 years of progress onwomen's health issues. But his attacks were not the first attempt to silence Ms. Fluke and the voices of millions of women like her.

Two weeks earlier, I had requested Ms. Fluke's testimony at a hearing before the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on a rule announced by the Obama administration to require employer health insurance to cover contraceptives.

Committee Chairman Darrell Issa had stacked the hearing only with witnesses who opposed the rule, and he lined up the first panel with only male religious officials. That's right — an all-male panel to talk about contraceptives.

To read the rest of the op-ed, please click here. 

  
      

  

Below are documents and videos relating to the hearing held on February 16, 2012 --  "Lines
Crossed: Separation Of Church & State. Has The Obama Admin. Trampled On Freedom Of
Religion"
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http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-03-21/news/bs-ed-cummings-fluke-20120321_1_health-issues-emergency-contraceptives-women
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-03-21/news/bs-ed-cummings-fluke-20120321_1_health-issues-emergency-contraceptives-women
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-03-21/news/bs-ed-cummings-fluke-20120321_1_health-issues-emergency-contraceptives-women
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On February 15, 2012, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member of the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, sent a letter  to Chairman Darrell Issa objecting to his
refusal to allow a minority witness to testify at the February 16, 2012 Committee hearing about
the interests of millions of American women seeking safe and affordable coverage for basic
preventive health care, including contraception. 

  

Member Statements 

  

  

  

Read Opening Statement of Elijah E. Cummings

  

Read Opening Statement of Rep. Carolyn Maloney

  

  

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton

  

  

  

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/EEC_to_Issa_Witness_Refusal_21512.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/EEC_Opening_Statement.21612.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/Maloneyfinalstatement21612.pdf
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Congressman Gerry Connolly & Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro

  

  

The Voice The GOP Didn't Want You To Hear

  

Below, watch the statement Chairman Issa rejected at today's hearing: Sandra Fluke, who
would have been the Minority's witness and the only female voice on behalf of millions of
women who seek safe and affordable coverage for preventive health care.

  

  

Read Sandra Fluke's statement here. 

  

  

Other Documents

  

Prepared Statement of Barry Lynn
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/Testimony_-_Sandra_Fluke.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5625%253Acummings-statement-on-testimony-of-barry-lynn&amp;catid=87%253Anot-for-homepage&amp;Itemid=1

